WELCOME
The Australasian Consortium of Humanities Researchers
& Centres (ACHRC) is pleased to present its 2021
Annual Conference: ‘Communicating Truth and Beauty:
A Dialogue with the Sciences’.
The conference will explore disciplinary and
institutional relationships both inside and outside the
academy, and will feature a number of distinguished
scholars from the humanities, creative arts, and sciences on panels and as keynote speakers. The
questions our panellists and speakers will be considering include:
- Has the COVID pandemic given us any insight into how the humanities and creative arts
might better collaborate with the sciences?
- What can humanists and creatives learn from scientists about communicating their ideas and
value to the public at large?
- What is the role of cultural institutions in public culture, and how can the humanities and
creative arts contribute to that mission?
We have two keynote presentations on the first day of the conference. The first, given by
Emeritus Professor Ian Gibbins, retired Professor of Anatomy at Flinders University and, more
recently, an accomplished poet, musician, and artist, and the second by Dr Susannah Eliott, CEO
of the Australian Science Media Centre and a leading expert in science communication. You
can find bios and abstracts on their keynotes in the full program below.
On the first day, our first panel, ‘Conversations Across the Creek’, will explore what inter-,
cross-, multi-, trans-disciplinary activities and initiatives exist, or might exist, across the sciences,
humanities, and creative arts, and our second will ask ‘What Humanities and Creative Arts can
learn from Science communication’, reflecting on why the humanities haven’t been as successful
as the sciences in communicating their knowledge and value to the public and government. Our
third and final panel for the day will consider ‘Creative Arts Engagement with Science and
Science Infrastructure’, looking beyond the more traditional humanities and creative arts
research partnerships with the Galleries, Libraries, Archives, and Museums (GLAM) sector to
consider scientific infrastructure and institutions.
Our second day will commence with the ACHRC’s Annual General Meeting, to which all
our individual and centre members, and any interested non-members, are cordially invited. At
this meeting we (re)nominate members of the Advisory Board and look forward to welcoming a
new director and hosting institution. It will be an opportunity for our new members to get
involved in the advocacy, events, and initiatives planned for 2022.
Our conference proceedings recommence on this second day with a panel on ‘Working with
Peak Bodies’, where we will hear from directors and past directors of large funding and
disciplinary bodies, including the Australian Research Council (ARC), the Australian Academy
of Humanities (AAH), the Marsden Fund (Royal Society of New Zealand), and the Council for
the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (CHASS). Our second and final panel on the second
day will explore partnerships between the ‘Humanities, Creative Arts and the GLAM sector’,
when we will hear from a panel of distinguished speakers representing the different interests
reflected in our title.
We sincerely hope you enjoy our conference and would like to take the opportunity to
extend our thanks to all our speakers, panellists, and the organising committee for making this
conference possible. If you wish to support the ACHRC or find out more about it, please visit
our website or consider becoming a member.
Will Christie, Director

Thomas Nulley-Valdés, Research Manager
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Monday 15th November
10.00 - 10.10am Opening remarks, Em Prof Will Christie, Director
ACHRC

HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES
10.10 - 11.00am

KEYNOTE 1 – ‘Uncountable Cultures: Science, Art and
the Limits of Knowing’ Chair: Prof Robert Phiddian
-

11.00am 12.20pm

Em Prof Ian Gibbins, Poet, Artist, Musician, and
retired neuroscientist

PANEL 1 – Conversations Across the Creek
Chair: Prof Ros Smith
-

Em Prof Will Christie, Director ACHRC
Prof Alex Zafiroglu, Professor of Cybernetics,
ANU 3A Institute
Dr Paul Hardisty, CEO, Australian Institute of
Marine Science

12.20 - 1.00pm

lunch break

HUMANITIES AND SCIENCE COMMUNICATION
1.00 - 1.45pm

KEYNOTE 2 – ‘The public don’t care about disciplinary
boundaries: why we all must work together’ Chair: Em
Prof Will Christie
-

Dr Susannah Eliott, CEO Australian Science
Media Centre

1.45 - 2.00pm

short break
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2.00 - 3.00pm

PANEL 2 – What the Humanities and Creative
Arts can learn from Science communication
Chair: Assoc Prof Anna Johnston
-

Prof Robert Phiddian, Professor of English,
Flinders

-

Dr Rod Lamberts, Deputy Director, Australian
National Centre for the Public Awareness of
Science

-

Ms Suzy Freeman-Greene, Editor at The
Conversation

3.00 - 3.30pm

3.30 - 4.45pm

afternoon tea

PANEL 3 – Creative Arts Engagements with
Science and Science Infrastructure
Participating Chair: Assoc Prof Grayson Cooke,
Creative Arts Chair, Southern Cross University
-

Assoc Prof Alice Gorman, Space Archaeologist,
Flinders

-

Dr Erica Seccombe, School of Art and Design,
ANU

-

Mr Steven Petkovski, National Mineral and
Fossil Collection, Geoscience Australia

Image: Grayson Cooke, Malachite samples, National Mineral and Fossil Collection (2018)

4

Tuesday 16th November
10.30 - 11.20am

ACHRC Annual General Meeting (AGM)
All collective and individual ACHRC members invited

11.20 - 11.30am

11.30am 1.00pm

short break

PANEL 4 – Working with Peak Bodies
Chair: Em Prof Will Christie
-

Prof Bronwen Neil, Past Executive Director
Humanities and Creative Arts, Australian Research
Council (ARC)

-

Dr Tina Parolin, Executive Director, Australian
Academy of Humanities (AAH)

-

Prof Dan Woodman, Director, Council for the
Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences (CHASS)

-

Prof Cynthia White, Convenor of Humanities,
Marsden Fund Royal Society of New Zealand

1.00 - 1.30pm

lunch break

1.30 - 3.00pm

PANEL 5 – Humanities, Creative Arts, and the
GLAM sector
Participating Chair: Dr Tully Barnett, English, Flinders

3.00 - 3.05pm

-

Prof Craig Batty, Dean of Research, UniSA
Creative

-

Distinguished Prof Jen Webb, Dean of
Graduate Research, University of Canberra

-

Dr Marie-Louise Ayres, Director-General,
National Library of Australia
thanks, and end of conference
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Keynotes
Dr Susannah Eliott
‘The public don’t care about disciplinary
boundaries: why we all must work together’
The issue of siloed research disciplines is felt keenly by good science communicators.
When approaching communication from a public viewpoint, boundaries are
meaningless and can be hugely detrimental. This is especially obvious in controversial
areas such as climate change, gene technology and vaccination where we know that
simply throwing facts at people does little to change behaviours or allay fears. Only
working and communicating across science and humanities disciplines can provide the
community with the context and holistic view needed to confront the many challenges
that lie ahead of us.

Susannah Eliott is Chief Executive Officer of
the Australian Science Media Centre
(AusSMC). Susannah helped establish the
AusSMC in 2005, a not-for-profit which
supports the media in the accurate reporting of
science for the benefit of the Australian public.
It works with around 1,600 journalists and 5,000
scientists to facilitate the coverage of media
stories related to climate, energy, natural
disaster, health, technology, diet, and space.
Susannah has a PhD in cell and developmental
biology from Macquarie University, a Graduate
Diploma in Journalism from University of
Technology Sydney, and an honorary doctorate
in science communication from the University
of Adelaide. She has more than 25 years’
experience in science communication. She chaired the Expert Working Group on
Science and the Media for the Australian Federal government, producing the report
Science and the Media: From Ideas to Action and appointed to the national Climate
Commission from 2011 to 2012. For more information on AusSMC, visit
https://www.smc.org.au/home.
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Emeritus Professor Ian Gibbins
‘Uncountable Cultures: Science, Art and the Limits
of Knowing’
Despite the on-going currency of the notion of “the two cultures” as famously
expounded by CP Snow, the last twenty years in particular have seen the widespread
growth of fruitful collaborations between artists and scientists along with increasing
support for individual artist-scientists. Indeed, the creative processes of many successful
artists and scientists have much in common: at very least, the ability to enjoy working
with uncertainty and risk in uncharted territories; a dedication to evolving craft and
technique; an understanding the contextual history of the problem at hand including
the recognition of the contributions of peers, predecessors and collaborators. All areas
of expertise have their specialised cultural domains: language, concepts, procedures, and
more. In this sense, any productive collaboration is cross-cultural in some way.
Throughout my career in science, beginning in zoology and ending up in neuroscience
and functional anatomy via pharmacology, physiology and advanced microscopy, I
maintained, to fluctuating degrees, my practice in language, literature, music and visual
arts. The many and varied interactions between these domains have been unpredictable
yet ultimately productive for my science and art alike. During this talk, I will expand on
these ideas, illustrated by my own work together with that of my collaborators and
colleagues around the world.

Ian Gibbins is a widely published and exhibited
poet, video artist and electronic musician living
on unceded Kaurna land in South Australia. His
video poetry, video art, and soundscapes have
been shown to acclaim at festivals, public art
installations and galleries around the world. He
has published four books of poetry as well as
diverse forms of visual poetry, interactive webbased poetry, and poetry in artificial languages.
Ian has collaborated regularly with artists in
gallery exhibitions, performances, public artscience events, and two of his poetry books.
Before he retired in 2014, Ian was an
internationally recognised neuroscientist and
Professor of Anatomy at Flinders University,
South Australia, with over 100 peer-reviewed publications on the microscopic
organisation of nerves. Along the way, he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the
University of Göteborg, Sweden, and Emeritus Professor from Flinders. For details of
Ian’s creative work, visit www.iangibbins.com.au.
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Panellists
Dr Marie-Louise Ayres
Marie-Louise Ayres was appointed Director-General of the National Library Australia
in March 2017, having joined the Library in 2002. She has worked in research libraries
for more than 25 years. Dr Ayres is the Chair of National and State Libraries Australia
(NSLA), having previously been a leader and participant in many NSLA projects,
including NED, the National eDeposit service that was jointly developed by Australia’s
national, state and territory libraries. She is an Honorary Fellow of the Australian
Academy of the Humanities.

Dr Tully Barnett
Tully Barnett is Senior Lecturer in Creative Industries at Flinders University. She has a
DECRA Fellowship for a project looking at digitisation as a cultural practice. In
addition, she is a Chief Investigator for the ARC Linkage project ‘Laboratory Adelaide:
The Value of Culture’, looking for qualitative and quantitative methodologies for
measuring and reporting the intangible and non-financial benefits of cultural activities,
institutions and events. She serves on the Advisory Board of the ACHRC and the
executive committee of the Australasian Association of Digital Humanities (aaDH). She
tweets as @tully_barnett.

Professor Craig Batty
Craig Batty is an award-winning educator, researcher, and supervisor in the areas of
screenwriting, creative writing, and screen production. He is also an expert in creative
practice research methodologies. He is currently editor of the Journal of Screenwriting,
and co-editor of Media Practice and Education. Craig has also worked on a variety of screen
projects as a writer, script editor, and script consultant. Craig is currently Dean of
Research for UniSA Creative.

Emeritus Professor Will Christie
Elected Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 2011, Emeritus
Professor Will Christie was Professor of English Literature at the University of Sydney
until 2015 and Head of the Humanities Research Centre at the ANU from 2015 to 2021.
He was founding President of the Romantic Studies Association of Australasia (RSAA)
from 2010 to 2015 and his monograph Samuel Taylor Coleridge: A Literary Life was
awarded the NSW Premier’s Biennial Prize for Literary Scholarship in 2008. Will is the
Director of the Australasian Consortium of Humanities Researchers & Centres
(ACHRC).
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Associate Professor Grayson Cooke
Grayson Cooke is Associate Professor of Media in the School of Arts and Social
Sciences at Southern Cross University. He is an award-winning media artist whose work
shows regularly in galleries and festivals around the world, including the WRO Media
Art Biennale, the Imagine Science Film Festival in New York, and in venues such as
MONA in Hobart, the National Art Centre in Tokyo, and the National Taiwan
Museum of Fine Arts. For details of Grayson’s creative work, visit:
https://www.graysoncooke.com.

Ms Suzy Freeman-Greene
Suzy Freeman-Greene is a journalist, editor, and writer. She has worked as a Lecturer in
the School of Culture and Communication at the University of Melbourne, as a
freelance writer, and as a regular Op-Ed columnist for Fairfax’s flagship publication, The
Saturday Age, writing about Australian Society, culture, and politics. She is currently
Arts and Culture Editor for The Conversation, publishing articles and essays across a wide
range of subjects including arts, books, history, philosophy, gender, and religion. She
tweets as @suzyfgreene.

Associate Professor Alice Gorman
Also known as ‘Dr Space Junk’, Alice Gorman is an internationally recognised leader in
the field of space archaeology. Her research on space exploration has been featured in
National Geographic, New Scientist, and Archaeology magazine. Alice is a member of the
Advisory Council of the Space Industry Association of Australia, a member of the
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, and President of
the Anthropological Society of South Australia. Her recent book is Dr Space Junk vs the
Universe: Archaeology and the Future (NewSouth Publishing, MIT Press, 2019). She tweets
as @drspacejunk.

Dr Paul Hardisty
Paul Hardisty has spent 25 years working all over the world as an engineer, hydrologist,
and environmental scientist. He is currently the CEO of the Australian Institute of
Marine Science (AIMS), and he is the author of five novels, including The Abrupt Physics
of Dying which was shortlisted for the CWA Creasy Dagger. His novel, Turbulent Wake,
was named by several UK book sites as 2019 Book of the Year. His sixth novel, 7, is due
out in 2021. He tweets as @Hardisty_Paul.

Dr Rod Lamberts
Rod Lamberts is Deputy Director of the Australian National Centre for the Public
Awareness of Science (CPAS) at the ANU and a former National President of the
Australian Science Communicators. He has more than 20 years’ experience as a science
communication practitioner and researcher and designed and delivered some of the first
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university science communication courses in Australia. Rod has provided science
communication advice to a wide variety of private and public science-related agencies
in Australia and overseas (including the CSIRO, UNESCO & APPEA) and is a regular
public commentator on science, science communication, and science and public policy.
He tweets as @rodl.

Professor Bronwen Neil
Bronwen Neil is Professor of Ancient History at Macquarie University. She is an expert
on Byzantine Greek and medieval literature, early Christianity, and ancient letter
collections in Greek and Latin. Her most recent book is Dreams and Divination from
Byzantium to Baghdad (400-1000 CE) published in 2021 with Oxford Studies in the
Abrahamic Religions. She is the former Australian Research Council Executive
Director for Humanities and the Social Sciences.

Dr Tina Parolin
Tina Parolin has been Executive Director of the Australian Academy of the Humanities
(AAH) since 2010. One of five learned academies, the Academy was established to
encourage excellence in research in the Humanities as well as to provide expert advice
to the public, institutions, and government. For more information on the AAH, visit:
https://humanities.org.au.

Mr Steven Petkovski
Steven Petkovski is museum curator at Geoscience Australia specialising in the
management of its collections of mineral and fossil specimens. Geoscience Australia is
the Australian Government’s pre-eminent geoscience organisation, providing advice on
the country’s geology and geography.

Professor Robert Phiddian
Professor of English at Flinders University, Robert Phiddian teaches in Renaissance and
Eighteenth-Century literature. He researches political satire, comedy, and humour,
with a special interest in Australian political cartoons. He was the founding director of
the ACHRC, has been Chair of the Adelaide Festival of Ideas, and on the boards of the
Australian Book Review and the international Consortium of Humanities Centres and
Institutes (CHCI).

Dr Erica Seccombe
Erica Seccombe is a visual artist based in Canberra with a focus on traditional and
photographic print media, experimental digital platforms, and the use of scientific
visualisation software. For her research she collaborates with the ANU’s Department
of Applied Mathematics. Erica lectures in the School of Art and Design and the Centre
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for Art History and Art Theory at the ANU. She was awarded the prestigious 2017
Capital Arts Patrons CAPO Fellowship. She tweets as @EricaSeccombe.

Distinguished Professor Jen Webb
Jen Webb is Distinguished Professor of Creative Practice and Dean of the Graduate
Research Office at the University of Canberra. She was the inaugural director of the
Centre for Creative and Cultural Research (CCCR)—recently a member of the
ACHRC—and remains a core member of that Centre. Her main research interest is the
relationship between what Pierre Bourdieu termed ‘the field of cultural production’—
the broad sphere of creative practice—and the social domain, including the political and
sociocultural, the practical and the economic, the local and the global. She tweets as
@JenWebb19.

Professor Cynthia White
Cynthia White is the convenor of the Humanities panel of the Marsden Fund Royal
Society of New Zealand. She is currently Research Director of the College of
Humanities & Social Sciences at Massey University, where she is also Professor of
Applied Linguistics in the School of Linguistics and International Languages. She has
held an Honorary Research Fellowship at the University of New England since 2012.
She has also held positions on numerous editorial boards and advisory panels both in
New Zealand and overseas.

Professor Dan Woodman
Dan Woodman is TR Ashworth Professor of Sociology in the School of Social and
Political Sciences at the University of Melbourne and Assistant Dean (Advancement
and Engagement) in the Faculty of Arts. He is director of the Council for the
Humanities and Social Sciences (CHASS) which promotes and provides advocacy for
the Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences sector. He tweets as @DrDanWoodman. For
more information on CHASS, visit their website: https://www.chass.org.au.

Professor Alex Zafiroglu
Alex Zafiroglu is Professor of Cybernetics at the Australian National University’s 3A
Institute (3Ai) and a Fellow of the ANU Futures scheme. Alex, a cultural anthropologist
by training, joined the 3A institute in 2019, after a 15-year career in the technology
industry at Intel Corporation in the United States. Her key research interests lie in
cyber-physical systems and the deployment of artificial intelligence across industries.
Her work explores the relationship between human and machine sensing and, in
particular, the role that social scientists play in exercising ethics, accountability, and
data rights in the deployment of commercial cyber-physical systems.
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